
To create a wedding that you both love and most importantly, can afford, the first
step is agreeing on a shared vision and a clear set of priorities. This foundation will
keep you focused, help you stick to your budget and stay connected throughout
the planning process.

We suggest you and your partner each complete the following worksheet
separately, then compare your answers to identify what matters most to both of
you.

At this early stage, it’s also smart to set some general guidelines tailored to your
situation. Decide whether your total budget includes extras like pre- or post-
wedding celebrations, rings, attire, travel, your honeymoon, or if those are
separate.

Identify your NON-NEGOTIABLES early in the planning process and allocate funds
to these areas first. The areas that you are simply not willing to compromise on will
vary from couple to couple, whether it’s breathtaking décor, professional
photography, a venue close to a major airport, bespoke planning, or ensuring close
family can attend. Please don’t underestimate the importance of this step.

By taking this approach, you’ll build a strong framework that will guide the rest of
your wedding planning and help avoid potential disappointments later on.

WEDDING VISION & PRIORITIES
DEFINING YOUR NON-NEGOYIABLES

PRE WEDDING VISION & PRIORITIES / WORKSHEET - 01

Destination Wedding
Framework

Connie & Rich's Wedding in Greece -  See Here
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VISION & PRIORITIES

1.    __________________________________________________________________________________________

2.    __________________________________________________________________________________________

3.    __________________________________________________________________________________________

Your top 3 reasons for having a wedding abroad

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

What will be the most important part of your wedding celebrations

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

What are you most excited about

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

What are you most nervous about

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

What will reflect you as a couple and make your day unique 
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   ______________________________________________________________________________________________

What one thing would you not mind splurging on 

What is most important to you (order from 1 to 16)

Destination

Reception venue

Wedding ceremony

Having close family and friends attend

Number of guests

Food and drink

Photography

Videography

Décor

Flowers

Entertainment

Stationery

Wedding attire

Wedding planner

Extra celebrations

Gifts and fovors

Time of year

Other (list here)

VISION & PRIORITIES
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2.    ________________________________________________________________________________________

3.    ________________________________________________________________________________________
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What amount are you comfortable spending

Money is no object

We are budget conscious

up to 5,000

5,000 to 10,000

10,000 to 20,000

20,000 to 30,000

30,000 to 50,000

State your ideal budget

How flexible is your budget

We will spend more if we get
what we want 

We only have a fixed amount so
absolutely need to stick to the
budget 

Does your wedding budget include any of the following

Transportation cost to your
destination

Accommodation at your destination

Pre and post wedding activities, i.e.
rehearsal dinner, post wedding
brunch, group tours - boat trip etc.

Wedding attire

Wedding rings

Home party

Paying for certain family members

Other (list here)

WEDDING BUDGET
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How would you like to plan your wedding

Bespoke wedding planner from start
to finish 

Use a wedding planner for certain
aspects and on the day

Wedding planner for on the day only

Book through tour company

Book venue direct with in house
planning 

DIY

Combination of above options

Other (list here)

      ______________________________________

Will you have

Lots of help from families and
friends

Some help from families and
friends 

No help expected 

Not sure

How much time will you have to plan

______________________________ Not sure

Will site visits be possible

Yes No - If no will this be an issue -
yes/no? 

PLANNING
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What time of year

Summer

Autumn

Winter

Spring

Specific month

     ____________________

WHEN

LOOK & FEEL

Graceful 

Timeless 

Formal 

Relaxed 

Romantic 

Fairytale 

Eclectic 

Adventurous 

Bohemian

Festive

Unique 

Enchanting 

Organic 

Sophisticated 

Whimsical 

Colourful 

Natural 

Lively 

Backyard

Casual

Circle the words which best describe how you see your day

Hollywood 

Simple 

DIY 

Offbeat 

Seasonal 

Traditional 

Lush 

Chic

Other (list here)

_____________________

Classic 

Modern 

Artsy 

Glamorous 

Cultural 

Rustic 

Elegant 

Vintage 

Retro

Intimate

Preferred day of wedding

Saturday

Sunday

 

Midweek
(list which day)

Don't mind

Best for the budget

Preferred length of time at wedding destination

Weekend only

3 days

5 days

7 days

10 days 

Other (list here)
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Will any of the following be an issue for you of your guests

Distance of wedding
destination from home

Distance of venue from
local airport etc.

Accessibility

Hot and humid weather

Extreme cold

Local cuisine

Affordability

Visa restrictions

Other (list here)

WHERE

______________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________

What does your dream setting look like and why does it appeal to you

Tropical 

Beach 

Sea view

Resort

Snow

Mountains

Historical

Desert

Garden

Vineyard

Countryside

Safari

Circle your ideal setting(s)

City

Modern

Cosmopolitan

Other (list here)

1.    _________________________________________________________________________________________

2.    _________________________________________________________________________________________

3.    _________________________________________________________________________________________

Your top 3 destinations / locations for your wedding
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EXTRA CELEBRATIONS

Will you organise any of the following

Pre wedding / welcome drinks

Pre wedding meal

Pre wedding tours

Post wedding brunch

Post wedding tours

Other (list here) 

If organising any of the following will you cover the cost

Post wedding brunch

Post wedding tours

Other (list here)

Pre wedding / welcome drinks

Pre wedding meal

Pre wedding tours

Do you intend to

Cover attendant costs for

Accommodation

Transportation

Wedding attire  

Part cover attendant costs for 

Accommodation

Transportation

Wedding attire 

Will you have

A large wedding party 

A small wedding party but roles for
close friends

A small wedding party 

Best man and maid of honour only

No wedding party

Flower girls

Ring bearers

WEDDING PARTY
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Size of wedding

Elopement: You and 2 others

Intimate:  Less than 10

Small: 10 to 40

Medium: 40 to 80

Large: 80 to 120

Very Large: 120:+

Who will you invite

Immediate family and best friends

Extended family and best friends 

Family, best friends and some
casual friends

Family, best friends, casual friends
and colleagues 

Will your wedding be

Adults only

Adults and newborns 

Families

Other (list here)

Will you have

Intimate wedding and home party

Elopement and reception at home 

Home party

Other (list here) ____________________

GUEST LIST
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Outdoor or indoor ceremony

Indoor Outdoor  

Type of ceremony

Legal civil ceremony

Symbolic ceremony

Religious ceremony 

Non-religious ceremony

Mixed culture ceremony 

Other (list here) ______________________

 Location of ceremony

Religious place of worship

Civil ceremony building

Same venue as reception

Garden

Beach

Other (list here) _______________________

Are you considering any of the following

Readings by friends / family

Including your own vows

Unplugged wedding ceremony

Livestream wedding ceremony for
those unable to attend

Other (list here) ________________________

CEREMONY

© WEDDINGSABROADGUIDE.COM · ALL RIGHTS RESERVED PRE WEDDING VISION & PRIORITIES / WORKSHEET - 10

https://www.weddingsabroadguide.com/
https://www.weddingsabroadguide.com/
https://www.weddingsabroadguide.com/
https://www.weddingsabroadguide.com/


WEDDINGSABROADGUIDE.COM - PLANNING CLUB Vision & Priorities - Worksheet

Which is your preferred reception style

Casual

Formal

Semi formal

Other (list here) _______________________

Outdoor or indoor reception

Indoor

Outdoor

Mix of indoor and outdoor

Which type of venue would you prefer

Hotel

Unique 

Restaurant

Historical property

Museum / cultural venue

Garden

All inclusive resort

Marquee

Vineyard

Golf or Country Club 

Barn

Ski lodge

Other (list here)

      ______________________________

What must your venue have

Amazing setting

Breathtaking views

Quirky

Child friendly

Disabled friendly

All inclusive

Accommodation

Other (list here) ________________________

RECEPTION SETTING & STYLE
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Which of the following are important to include

Mix and mingle with your guests

Sit down dinner 

Dancing

Fun and games (activity based)

Great music

Other (list here) ________________________

Seating preference

Assigned seating places 

Assigned tables at reception 

No assigned seating at reception

Other  (list here)_______________________

Are you considering any of the following

Open mic for speeches 

A few speeches

Slideshow

Unplugged wedding

Livestream wedding speeches for
those unable to attend

Who would you like seated at the top table

All of wedding party on top or
head table

Sweetheart table for 2

Wedding party and parents on top or
head table 

Other (list here)________________________

RECEPTION SETTING & STYLE
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How important is the food

It’s all about the food 

Must be great food 

Must be good food

Want good food on a budget

Include some dishes of the country

Must be typical dishes of the country

Must be food similar to home wedding

Not important 

How important is the bar

Fully stocked premium bar

Fully stocked standard bar

Bar with specialty drinks

Bar on a budget

Tab bar

Dry wedding

DIY bar

Late night bar

Not important 

Other (list here) _______________________

Any additional requirements

Buffet Style

BBQ

Plated and waiter service

Prosecco van

Gelati / ice-cream cart

Other (list here) _______________________

FOOD & DRINK
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Your preference

Professional destination wedding photographer for wedding day, plus and
post wedding day activities

Professional photographer from morning until night

Professional photographer for ceremony and reception 

Professional photographer for the most important elements only

Fly your photographer in from home or elsewhere

Use a photographer based in the country where you are getting married

Talented photographer friend 

Friends and family will take photos

No photography

Your preference

Professional destination wedding videographer for wedding day, plus and
post wedding day activities

Professional videographer from morning until night

Professional videographer for the day with editing

Professional videographer for ceremony only

Professional videographer for reception only

Videographer no editing 

No videographer

PHOTOGRAPHY

VIDEOGRAPHY

© WEDDINGSABROADGUIDE.COM · ALL RIGHTS RESERVED PRE WEDDING VISION & PRIORITIES / WORKSHEET - 14

https://www.weddingsabroadguide.com/
https://www.weddingsabroadguide.com/
https://www.weddingsabroadguide.com/
https://www.weddingsabroadguide.com/


WEDDINGSABROADGUIDE.COM - PLANNING CLUB Vision & Priorities - Worksheet

Your preference for music

Live music during cocktail hour

String quartet

Saxophonist

Jazz band

Pianist

Singer

Other

Live band during reception

Wedding D.J

Background music only

Supply your own music (i.e. playlist
via music system)

Other (list here) 

      _________________________________________

Your preference for entertainment

Entertainers during cocktail hour

Entertainers during reception

Live wedding painter

Caricature artist

Traditional dancers

Photobooth

Oversized games (i.e. giant Jenga)

Children's entertainer 

Other (list here)

      ___________________________________________

MUSIC & ENTERTAINMENT
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Your expectations

Amazing décor - ceremony,
reception room

Amazing décor - tables only

Amazing centerpieces

Great centerpieces on a budget 

DIY décor

Minimal décor, due to
amazing setting

Not important

Other (list here)

      _______________________

Your preference 

Do it yourself

Other (list here)

      ________________________

Hire professionals for bridal party

Hire professional for bride only 

Have a friend do it

Your preference

Custom invitation suite, plus
ceremony programme, menus,
placecards etc.

Custom invitation suite

Customisation of invitation template 

Online company

DIY invitations

Paperless post

Other (list here)

      __________________________

DÉCOR

HAIR & MAKE-UP

STATIONERY & PAPER GOODS
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WEDDING ABROAD STEP-BY-STEP-PLANNING GUIDE 

This guide breaks each stage of planning into simple, logical steps. There’s plenty of
useful information in every section, so take your time working through it. Our aim is to give
you the confidence and clarity to plan your wedding abroad one step at a time, keeping
the process manageable and enjoyable.

VISIT: How to Get Married Abroad 
https://weddingsabroadguide.com/married-abroad.html

WEDDING ABROAD PLANNING CHECKLIST 

Destination wedding planning tools, checklists and guides,  including legal and budgeting
resources to help you stay organised from planning through to post-wedding.

VISIT: Wedding Abroad Planning Checklist
https://weddingsabroadguide.com/wedding-planning-checklist.html

WEDDING ABROAD PLANNING TOOLS 

Destination wedding planning tools, checklists and guides,  including legal and budgeting
resources to help you stay organised from planning through to post-wedding.

VISIT: Wedding Abroad Planning Tools 
https://weddingsabroadguide.com/destination-wedding-planning-tools.html
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WEDDING ABROAD PLANNING TOOL KIT

Upgrade to the Full Wedding Abroad Tool Kit with 30+ planning checklists, spreadsheets
and worksheets to keep you orgainised and on track.

VISIT: Complete Wedding Abroad Tool Kit
https://weddingsabroadguide.mykajabi.com/wedding-abroad-planning-tool-kit

WEDDING ABROAD PLANNING CLUB

Unlock ongoing support, exclusive tools and premium updates with the Wedding Abroad
Planning Club.

VISIT: Wedding Abroad Planning Club
https://weddingsabroadguide.mykajabi.com/wedding-abroad-planning-club
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